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“It is not enough 
to simply teach 
children to read; 
we have to give 
them something 
worth reading. 
Something that 
will stretch their 
imaginations- 
something that 
will help them 
make sense of 
their own lives and 
encourage them to 
reach out toward 
people 
whose lives are 
quite different 
from their own” – 
Katherine 
Patterson 

 

Where the Wild Things Are – On the Big Screen! 
 On Wednesday, October 21, the families and students of Westbury Friends 

School headed down to the Loews Raceway Theater in Westbury for a special viewing 

of Where the Wild Things Are! The theater provided discounted tickets at the 3 PM 

showing to anyone affiliated with Westbury Friends, and approximately 30 students, 

parents, and siblings came to enjoy an afternoon at the movies with friends. Where the 

Wild Things Are brought Maurice Sendakôs classic childrenôs story to life, and the 

students were eager to discuss what they liked about the movie and how it compared to 

the original book. While some of our young movie critics did not love the movie, most 

students gave the movie two thumbs up! However, almost every student agreed that the 

book was better than the movie. The children really enjoyed spending an afternoon with 

their friends at the movie theater. Hopefully we will be able to provide this type of event 

again as other childrenôs classic are made into movies! 

  

Other Library Newsé 
Here is a sampling of the activities our younger students are engaged in during library: 

¶ The Nursery students love to find books to take home, especially books they 

have already been exposed to. They love to listen to stories, particularly ones 

that allow them to make animals noises, like David Shannonôs Duck on a Bike. 

¶ The Pre-K students also enjoy listening to stories ï they especially enjoyed 

participating in reading The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything. 

¶ The Kindergarten students have been learning about pumpkins. They learned 

many pumpkin facts, listened to several pumpkin stories, and made their own 

paper pumpkins. They are also learning the parts of the book, and are experts at 

finding a bookôs spine! 

¶ The 1
st
 graders have wrapped up their Eric Carle author study. On the last day of 

the study, they recalled information they learned about Eric Carle, and I was so 

impressed by how much they had retained. Starting this week, we will begin our 

discussion of a new author ï Leo Lionni! 



 
Let the Research Process Begin! 

Over the past two weeks, our upper grades started working on research projects. Each grade is doing a 

different project that relates to content learned in their classrooms. As the students have already learned, 

research cannot be completed in one library period. It is more involved then going to Google and clicking 

on the first link that seems relevant. It is a process, and in order to perform scholarly, accurate research you 

need to take it one step at a time. The end result will be a report or project that is accurate and well-

researched. Each newsletter will keep you updated on the progress of the research project. 

 

The 2nd grade students have been using library resources to research different species of spiders. This is a 

project that they have also worked on in their classroom. They are using books and the Internet to find 

information on the spider species of their choice. 

 

The 3
rd

 grade students just began their ñFamous Quakerò research project. Each student will choose a 

Quaker to research. They will determine why the chosen person was significant, and the contributions the 

person made to society and the Quaker faith. 

 

The 4
th

 grade students have been working on their ñOcean Animalsò research project. Each student used 

online resources to find animals that they wanted to research. Then, they learned about the ñBig 6ò research 

process, which breaks research down into sequential, logical steps. They have already completed the first 

two steps (Task Definition and Information Seeking Strategies). They are ready to move on to Step 3: 

Location and Access ï where they will start finding information for their reports! 

  

 

              

              

              

              

              

      

 
3

rd
 Grade Library Fun! 

 
Developing Independent Research Skills 

 
Collaboration: a key 21

st
 century learning skill 

 
We love Eric Carle! 


